The majority of males with subnormal hypoosmotic test scores have normal vitality.
To determine if males with low hypoosmotic swelling (HOS) test scores may have normal vitality tests. Retrospective nine-year review of initial semen analyses evaluating vitality and HOS tests. Only 12.5% (45/361) of males with low HOS test scores have low vitality. WHO seems to treat vitality and HOS as equal tests. We disagree and find that structural defects of the sperm membrane are much less common than functional impairment of the sperm membrane. Since a male with an HOS test score < 50% will rarely achieve a pregnancy with intercourse, intrauterine insemination, or IVF with conventional insemination it is important to check for the HOS test not viability because the HOS test can be easily corrected with ICSI.